
Table 40.  Full-time graduate students in science, engineering, and health fields in doctorate-
granting institutions, by detailed field and primary mechanism of support: 2000

Trainee- Research Teaching Other types
Field Total Fellowships ships assistant- assistant- of support

ships ships

...........................................Total, all surveyed fields 316,531 30,964 13,639 92,005 64,355 115,568

...................Total, science and engineering fields 273,096 28,103 9,442 86,470 61,415 87,666

..................................................Sciences, total 202,127 21,689 8,703 55,986 50,539 65,210

.................................Physical sciences, total 26,104 2,235 459 11,008 10,547 1,855
...................................................Astronomy 823 124 21 424 224 30

....................................................Chemistry 15,380 1,279 275 6,287 6,607 932
........................................................Physics 9,706 831 163 4,226 3,690 796

.............................Physical sciences, n.e.c. 195 1 0 71 26 97

..................Earth, atmos., & ocean sci., total 10,114 1,044 98 4,126 2,410 2,436
.................................Atmospheric sciences 842 49 0 557 104 132

...............................................Geosciences 5,129 598 39 1,860 1,756 876
.............................................Oceanography 2,117 218 7 1,073 223 596

..............Earth, atmos., & ocean sci., n.e.c. 2,026 179 52 636 327 832

..................................Mathematical sciences 11,173 1,280 117 1,187 6,617 1,972

.......................................Computer sciences 23,282 1,131 251 5,068 4,314 12,518

.....................................Agricultural sciences 8,644 421 69 5,071 1,139 1,944

..............................Biological sciences, total  45,363 5,796 5,168 18,379 8,182 7,838
......................................................Anatomy 884 120 90 302 128 244

................................................Biochemistry 4,696 685 589 2,437 564 421
........................................................Biology 8,498 1,003 386 2,246 3,462 1,401

................................Biometry/epidemiology 2,541 255 348 595 152 1,191
...................................................Biophysics 717 134 160 303 35 85

.........................................................Botany 1,888 151 26 1,000 496 215
..................................................Cell biology 4,213 697 814 1,924 463 315

.......................................................Ecology 1,210 172 33 448 355 202
.............................Entomology/parasitology 979 47 8 608 179 137

......................................................Genetics 1,590 239 301 761 97 192
..............Microbio., immunology, & virology 4,498 687 768 2,121 449 473

.......................................................Nutrition 2,983 154 106 1,356 400 967
....................................................Pathology 1,288 179 185 497 72 355

.............................................Pharmacology 2,591 447 521 1,172 160 291
...................................................Physiology 1,851 190 251 669 168 573

.......................................................Zoology 1,270 110 16 394 651 99
......................................Biosciences, n.e.c. 3,666 526 566 1,546 351 677

....................................................Psychology 28,562 2,297 1,148 4,236 5,443 15,438

....................................Social sciences, total 48,885 7,485 1,393 6,911 11,887 21,209
................................Agricultural economics 1,777 80 41 900 216 540

..................Anthropology (cultural & social) 5,456 1,336 64 549 1,398 2,109
..................Economics (except agricultural) 8,330 1,485 187 994 2,801 2,863

..................................................Geography 2,480 206 29 599 933 713
...................................................Linguistics 2,037 321 57 197 694 768

...........................................Political science 14,665 2,317 660 1,513 2,614 7,561
.....................................................Sociology 5,798 900 188 915 2,014 1,781

...............................Sociology/anthropology 521 40 2 95 164 220
.................................Social sciences, n.e.c. 7,821 800 165 1,149 1,053 4,654

..............................................Engineering, total 70,969 6,414 739 30,484 10,876 22,456
...................................Aerospace engineering 2,740 368 42 1,254 330 746
..................................Agricultural engineering 706 63 14 425 56 148
...................................Biomedical engineering 2,841 604 189 1,173 287 588

.....................................Chemical engineering 5,843 796 85 3,091 940 931
.............................................Civil engineering 11,536 923 117 4,628 1,845 4,023

......................................Electrical engineering 22,059 1,338 87 9,096 3,565 7,973
........................................Engineering science 1,086 145 11 538 150 242

..........................Industrial/manufacturing eng. 5,967 328 18 1,656 954 3,011
..................................Mechanical engineering 10,776 1,017 103 4,844 1,943 2,869

............................Metallurgical/materials eng. 3,588 396 19 2,318 339 516
........................................Nuclear engineering 660 80 14 419 47 100

..........................................Engineering, n.e.c. 3,167 356 40 1,042 420 1,309

................................................Total, health fields 43,435 2,861 4,197 5,535 2,940 27,902
.....................................................Clinical fields 2,702 304 483 482 44 1,389

................................................Dental sciences 1,301 121 80 93 235 772
.............................................................Nursing 7,646 388 1,847 452 303 4,656

..................................Pharmaceutical sciences 2,680 213 117 864 662 824
............Preventive medicine/community health 6,191 399 418 774 181 4,419

.............................Speech pathology/audiology 7,834 302 367 789 766 5,610
..........................................Veterinary sciences 1,154 76 11 575 79 413

.............................................Other health fields 13,927 1,058 874 1,506 670 9,819

KEY: n.e.c. = Not elsewhere classified

SOURCE: National Science Foundation/Division of Science Resources Statistics, Survey of Graduate Students and Postdoctorates in 
Science and Engineering


